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anything on account of Zulfiqar Khan's attitude in the
matter.1

Zulfiqar Khan had a deeper purpose to serve by his con-
ciliatory attitude towards Chin Qilich Khan. He knew that
Farrukhsiyar, son of cAzimu'sh-Shan, who, after the death
of Bahadur Shah, had proclaimed his father's accession to
the throne, was going to march on Delhi. When he heard
of his father's death he had caused coins to be struck and
public prayers to be recited in his own name throughout
Bengal. He found a ready supporter in Husain 'AH Khan
Barha, governor of Bihar, and an old adherent of his father*
Being an ambitious man himself, the latter looked askance
at the absolute authority assumed by Zulfiqar Khan at the
Centre. He managed to borrow large sums of money from
the rich bankers of Patna to whom he gave bonds signed
by Farrukhsiyar, payable after the latter had subdued his
enemies and consolidated his rule. He also wrote to his
brother 'Abdullah Khan, governor of Allahabad, to seize
the convoys carrying tribute from Bengal to the Capital.

By the support of the Sayyid brothers of Barha,
Farrukhsiyar assembled a huge army at Allahabad. Before he
reached there, 'Abdul Ghaffar, deputy of Raji Muhammad
Khan, the new governor of Allahabad appointed by the
Emperor, had been defeated and his force dispersed. Before
crossing the Jamuna, on his way to Agra, Farrukhsiyar con-
ferred the post of Prime Minister on 'Abdullah Khan and that
of Amlru'l-Umara on Husain cAli Khan. While Farrukhsiyar
was gathering strength, Jehandar Shah's advisers, divided
amongst themselves, failed to produce a concerted plan of
action against him. In the end it was decided to despatch
Prince Azzu'd-din at the head of an army of fifty thousand
horse. Khwaja Ahsan Khan, son-in-law of Kokaltash Khan,
to whom the title of Khan-i-Dauran was given, accompanied
the Prince. Zulfiqar Khan disapproved of this arrangement.
On account of his rivalry with Kokaltash Khan, whose
increasing influence he suspected, he wanted Chin Qilich
Khan to accompany the Prince. The King accepted his
proposal and approved of Chin Qilich Khan accompanying
the Prince. The latter, being a clever man, understood the

1 Siyar, op. cit.t p.. 386.
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